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ditation on the extent and uſes of our preſent know- 
ledge, To which is added an Addreſs to the Young of 
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é ing, and cannot but be uſeful, They are indeed 
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CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


y Y E cannot read the epiſtles of Paul to 
the primitive Churches, without admiring the ſound- 
neſs of his underſtanding, the extent of his benevo- 
lence, and the ardor of his zeal, The ſoundneſs of his 
underſtanding is manifeſted by the juſt eſtimation which 
he made of ſpiritual objects. The extent of his be- 
nevolence is difplayed in the activity of his Jabours, 
The ardor of his zeal is conſpicuous in the unwearied 
induſtry and in the unremitting perſeverance with which 
he deviſed and executed plans, eminently adapted to fa- 


cilitate the recovery and enſure the ſalvation of the 
human race, 


In one part of his writings, the Apoſtle apologizes 
for the ardent zeal, which he and his fellow laborers 
diſcovered, in ſpreading the religion of Jeſus amongſt 
the ſurrounding nations, This apology is founded on 
the grand motives by which they were actuated, and on 
the beneficial effects which reſulted from their com- 
bined exertions in behalf of Religion and Virtue. Un- 
der theſe forcible impreſſions, and with theſe elevated 
views the Apoſtle exclaimed, 

THe Love oF CHRIST CONSTRAINETH us. 


CHRIST is the only begotten ſon of God, the brightneſs of 
the Father's glory and the expreſs image of his perſon, 11 
love induced him to deſcend from heaven, that he might 
ſeek and ſave thoſe who were lot, Mankind, having through 
ſin forfeited the divine favor, might have been abandon- 
ed to the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. But the Son of 
God kindly interpoſed for their relief. After a train of 
Prophecies had been delivered — a ſeries of miracles 
performed — and a ſucceſſion of events taken place, the 
Meſſiah appeared in the fulneſs of time a light or a lumi- 
nary to enlighten the gentiles and the glory of his preſent diſper- 
fed people Iſrael, By him was accompliſhed the vaſt de- 
ſign of reconciling Man to his Maker, of bringing him 
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from darkneſs to marvellous light and from the power of fin 
and ſatan to the true and living God, 


This reconciliation the Saviour effects by the doc- 
trines he taught — the precepts he enjoined — the in- 
ſtitutions he appointed — the ſacrifice he offered up — 
and the diſcoveries he has afforded of the inviſible world. 
Touched with a feeling of our infirmities, Jeſus the high Prieſt 
of our profeſſion, marks the dangers and compaſſionates 
the diſtreſſes incident to the different conditions of hu- 
manity. Are you dark? He ſheds light. Are you 
ſmitten with a ſenſe of guilt? He confers pardon, 
Are you oppreſſed with a ſpirit of dejection? He 
cheers the hearts of the diſconſolate. Are you affright- 
ed by the approach of death? He aſſures you, it is the 
gate of life, Do you ſhrink back from the tremendous 
realities of Eternity? He points to the many manſions in 
his Pather's houſe, where his love which beams faintly 


on us here, ſhall burſt on our aſtoniſh'd ſight in its 
full ſplendor and glory, 


But how does this /ove of Chri/t conſtrain thoſe who 
experience its influence ? 


Our Tranſlators, by adopting the term conſtrain in the 
preſent connection, haye not diſcovered their uſual fe- 
licity of expreſſion. It implies a force inimical to the 
freedom of the human faculties. The Priſoner is con- 
trained to keep within his Priſon walls, and the Cul- 
prit to ſuffer the puniſhment due to his crimes, Con- 
ftraint indeed of every kind, is generally productive of 
diſtreſſing ſenſations. The paſſage might be better 
rendered — the Love of Chriſt bears us away, Hereby 
intimating that the genuine profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
are forcibly though pleaſingly impelled, to entertain 
the ideas, cheriſh the diſpoſitions, and perform the train 


of actions recommended and enforced in the goſpel of 
Jefus Chriſt, 


I. The 


„ 
1. The love ef Cbriſt, ſhould bear you away to Ap- 
MIRATION, | I | 
Admiration is a paſſion congenial to the human mind, 
and is generated by the contemplation of great and ex- 
cellent objects. A ſpirit of admiration is excited by the 
ſpaciouſneſs of the firmament — the immenſity of the 
ocean — the magnitude of the heavenly bodies — the 
fecundity of the Earth and the ſublimity of ſuperior 
characters. But a ſtill greater and more excellent ob- 
ject is the love of Chriſt, who died for our fins and roſe 
again for our juſtification. To deſcribe this love in its 
full extent, exceeds the ability of Man, His perſon, 
life, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion and ſecond coming, 
are concerned in raiſing you from ſin to holineſs — 
from ſorrow to joy — from Earth to Heaven, If the 
love of Chrift has never touched your hearts to admira- 
tion, it is becauſe you have never contemplated it. In 
a noble ſtrain of ſacred eloquence the Apoſtle broke 
forth; O the height and the depth — the length and the 
breadth of the love of Chriſt which paſſeth knowledge, 


2. The love Chriſt, ſhould bear you away to RA; 
TITUDE, 
Admiration refers to uncommon excellence. Gra- 
titude regards our being benefited by that excellence. 
That we may ſhare the bleſſings flowing from the love 
of Chriſt, manifeſted in the redemption of Mankind, is 
evident from the conſideration that he died for the fins of 
the whale World, Penitent Sinners therefore of every 
deſcription, ſhould be borne away by a principle of gra- 
titude. Spiritual no leſs than temporal favors, demand 
the tribute of thankfulneſs. Are you grateful for the 
light of day, which the Sun pours around you — 
the ſalubrity of the air — the cheerfulneſs which health 
inſpires — and the ſocial pleaſures of friendſhip ? be 
ſtill more. grateful for the forgiveneſs of fin—the degree 
of. purity obtained — the aid vouchſafed in ſeaſons of 


difficulty 
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difficulty — and above all for the ſure and certain hope f 


& joyful reſurrection to Eternal Life. 


3. The love of Chriſt, ſhould bear you away to OBE- 
DIENCE, 


.  : Gratitude raiſes in the mind agreeable emotions to- 


wards the objects of ouf love. Obedience implies 
the cheerful and uniform exhibition of 'a temper and 
demeanor conformable with the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
The religion of the New Teſtament, is emphatically 
termed the doctrine according to gedlineſs. Where godlineſs 
is wanting the doctrine has not been cordially received. 
Are you not grieved with the inconſiſtency of the Man, 
who adds not obedience to his admiration and grati— 
tude? The diſciples of Chriſt impreſſed with a power- 
ful ſenſe of obligation, are at all times and on all occa- 
ſions, attentive to the moral and poſitive commands of 
their aſcended Lord. One eſſential branch of evangeli- 
cal obedience, is the love of the Brethren, In this ſtate 
of comparative darkneſs and imperfection, vain is our 
expectation of an entire coincidence of ſentiment and of 
an univerſal agreement in practice. Diſmiſs therefore 
puerile prejudices. Baniſh impertinent diſtinctions. A- 
bridge not the rights of Chriſtian fellowſhip. Preſerve 
ſacredly the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, for there 
is one Lord — one Faith — one Baptiſm — one God and Ha- 
ther of all, 

Finally. The love of Crit, ſhould bear you onward 
towards Heaven, 

It is appointed unto all Men once to die. The moſt en- 
lIightened underſtanding — the moſt extenſive benevo- 
lence — the moſt ſublime virtue—and the moſt exalted 
Piety, ſhield not their poſſeſſor from the darkneſs and ig- 
nominy of the grave. Death is driving on his triumph- 
al car, and every moment cruſhing with his wheels, or 
mowing with his ſcythe youth, beauty, ſtrength, gran- 
deur, ſcience, genius, virtue and piety, with undiſ- 


tinguiſhing and reſiſtleſs fury.“ But bleſſed be God, the 


empire of Death is not eternal, The Goſpel of Jeſus 


Cori/t, 
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Chri/t, ſheds its rays on the tomb, and by its ſuperior 
radiance ſcatters thoſe thick clouds which for ages had 
been hovering around it, Notwithſtanding the awful 
filence which reigns in the abodes of corruption, the 
trumpet ſhall ſound — the dead ſhall ariſe — and thoſe who 
have fallen afleeþ in Jeſus ſhall be beautified with the 
garments of Salvation, and admitted into the paradiſe 
of God, Ye mutilated families dry up your tears! Ye 
diſconſolate mourners take down your harp from off 


the willows, and tune it to the praiſe of him, who is 
the reſurrection and the life / 


Crowns of Glory, Palms of Victory and Robes waſhed 
white in the blood of the Lamb, are the ſplendid repreſen- 
tations of future bliſs exhibited in the Sacred Writings. 
Where the abodes of glorified ſpirits are ſituated in the 
dominions of God; and what is the preciſe nature of 
their felicity, are points enveloped in a darkneſs which 
human ſagacity is unable to penetrate. On theſe curious 
topics, learned and ingenious Divines have indulged 
much uſeleſs ſpeculation, Sufficient is it for us to 
know, that the ſame God preſides over both Worlds; 
that an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled is reſerved for. 
the righteous, and that it will be conferred at a time 


and in a manner moſt conformable to the dictates of 
infinite Wiſdom, 


In the mean time, reſt aſſured, that the phraſe EKrxR- 
NAL LIFE imports a bliſs of no inconſiderable magni- 
tude, It includes the abſence of every evil, and the 
preſence of every good. On Earth, the pureſt are not 
free from ſin — the moſt pious are not deſtitute of ſpirit- 
ual declenſions — and the moſt generous are often re- 
quited with unkind returns, from the objects of their 
beneficence. In heaven, you will be ſecure from tranſ- 
greſſion — unexpoſed to danger and diſtreſs — and em- 

belliſhed with every grace and virtue. There, dwells 
the Savior in the refulgence of his mediatorial glory. 
There, will be aſſembled his Saints of all nations and kin- 


dred; 


—— — 


\ 


Areds and people, and tongues who clave to him on MY 
who rejoiced in tribulation — and who are now raiſed 
to the fullneſs of joy” which is at God's right * and to tbe 
N which are for evermore. 


\ CunIsTIAN BRETHREN, borne away A 
love that paſſeth knowledge — be admiration — gratitude 


L obedience and the expectation of a bleſſed immortal- 


ity the governing principles of your lives. Numer- 
ous are the efforts of the enemy, to embitter your pil- 
grimage on Earth. Infidelity attempts to poiſon you 


with her pernicious principles. Enthuſiaſm endeav- 


ours to perplex you with ſenſeleſs diſtinQions, Super- 
ſtition aims at encumbering you with ſilty ceremonies. 
Nor does Worldly-mindedneſs, like the blaſting mildew, 
ceaſe to diffuſe a contaminating influence, Of theſe 
dangers beware. - Againſt theſe attacks, arm yourfelves' 
with a firm and rational attachment to the abſent Sa- 
vior, Fix your eye on the clearneſs of his doctrines — 
the juſtneſs of his commands — the utility of his inſti- 
tutions — the beauty of his example — the efficacy of 
his ſacrifice — the truth of his reſurrection — the pre- 
valence of his interceſſion, and the certainty of his ſe- 
cond coming without ſin unto Salvation, Be your minds 
enriched with his inſtructions — your memories ſtored 
with his precepts — and your affections glowing with 
the fervour of genuine devotion. Mom having not ſeen 
ye love — in whom though now ye ſee him not, yet N 
ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. | 


Now unto him who is able to keep you from falling, and to 
preſent you faultleſs before the preſence of his glory with, exceed- 
ing joy — be glory and majeſty — Aminion and power — now 
end for ever, Amen, | 
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